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TRANSLATION FOLLOWS 


᾿ς Telegram from Brazilian Embassy in Washington (Bernardes), January 6, 1961 


SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS _ 


TELEGRAM 
RECEIVED 


FROM THE EMBASSY IN Washington 
ON/6/6/1/61 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Dpo/Dor/920.4(22)(24H) 


Break in United States of America-Cuba diplomatic relations. 


24 — FRIDAY — 19hrs00 — Further to my telegram No. 18. In the. company of 
Ambassador Fernando Lobo 1 held, today, a long conversation with Philip Bonsal, the last 
Ambassador of the United States of America in Cuba and the current representative to the OAS. 
As I have been given the information transmitted by the Department of State about the break in 
relations and other aspects of the North American policy, it seems to me insufficient and difficult 
for the Government in eventually taking the position, declared to us, that it will make a thorough - 
exposition of material. He spoke at length without nevertheless adding anything to what I have 
already had directly or published in the press. About the future, he did not have the slightest idea 
of what the next administration will do. At the moment there is no plan for any action together _ 
with other Governments in the sense of provoking a demonstration of solidarity. My impression 
is that the American Government was taken by surprise by the Cuban attitude and, in a moment 
of irritation and in view of the futility of maintaining diplomatic representation with 11 
functionaries including servants and subordinates, resolved to break relations. He did not treat, 
however, the [mer] view to see a premeditated act prior to other, equal plans. Before, I believe [it 
was] an impulse of the moment in response to a strong provocation. 


CARLOS ALFREDO BERNARDES 
M61 


[Source: “MDB—RELACOES POLITICAS E DIPLOM—(Eastern Europe.UU./CUBA)— 
1960/1964/66,” Ministry of External Relations archives, Brasilia, Brazil: preliminary translation 


Jrom Portuguese by James G. Hershberg, George Washington University.] 


